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Simon says… 

Easter is not far off with its unique challenge upon our lives.  That challenge is not to eat as much 

chocolate as possible in one day, but rather to believe that Jesus Christ truly rose from the dead. 

Belief in Christ’s Resurrection is fundamental and essential to being a Christian.  Why?  Because 

unless we believe that Christ is risen, how can we have the confidence that all that Jesus said about 

himself and all that he promised was, and is, true?  

This is exactly the same challenge that faced Jesus’ first followers.  Those same followers who were devastated at his 

death on the cross; surprised, amazed and transformed by their witnessing of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead; and then 

totally fearless – even in the face of their own and death and suffering - in their commitment to spreading the Good 

News of Jesus. 

So this Easter, come and join us in our celebration of the truth of the risen Christ - a truth that means death is not the 

end; that suffering does not have the last word; and that in Christ we can find forgiveness, renewal, and new-life where 

we are tired, broken and lost.   

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!                                                      Simon Newham, Rector 

 

Holy Week at St. Margaret’s 
20 March - 5pm  Palm Sunday - The Cross of Christ    

21 March - 8pm  Stations of the Cross 

22 March - 8pm  Stations of the Cross 

23 March - 8pm  Stations of the Cross 

24 March - 8pm  Maundy Sung Eucharist 

25 March - 2pm  Good Friday Service of the Cross 

26 March - 8pm  Easter Saturday Easter Vigil and Service of Light 

27 March - 8am  Easter Day Said Eucharist   

27 March - 9:30am  Easter Day Re-FIISH (all age contemporary service)   

27 March - 11am  Easter Day Sung Eucharist   

 

In this issue, Trev & Jo from Bridgeham Clinic share some “top tips” which 

we’ve planted here and there in red italics. Why? Well, soon the gardeners will be back in action 

and some of us may be spring-cleaning…  

“Think about repeated or prolonged movement patterns such as raking, digging, polishing, 

sweeping and hoovering and, if you can, have different jobs on the go so you don’t get stuck 

doing the same thing. A change can be as good as a rest! “ 

Bridgeham Clinic Ltd, Rectory Farmhouse, Ifield Street, Ifield, West Sussex, RH11 0NN 

 01293 542245    info@bridgehamclinic.com   www.bridgehamclinic.com 

http://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=st+margaret%27s+church+ifield+street+ifield+rh11+0nn


A word from the Editor… 

The Pope said recently a person who thinks about building walls is not really Christian. We aren’t 

Catholics, but good theology is good theology. Are you listening, Donald Trump? The Gospel is 

really about building bridges. Easter is when Jesus was killed on a cross, then miraculously 

restored to life. God used the resurrection of Jesus to build a big bridge: from Him to us. Our 

aim with this magazine is to try and build a smaller bridge: from St. Margaret’s out into the 

community. If there’s an invisible wall, we want to get rid of it. Happy Easter.  Ian Edgson 

Who is Jesus? Why did he come? What does it mean to follow him? 

If these questions interest you, our Christianity Explored course might be what you’re looking for! It will run on 

Thursday evenings from 5th May for 7 weeks at the Barn Church, Bewbush. It will begin at 7:30pm, with a meal, 

followed by a short DVD and then a chance to ask questions. We asked some who took part last year what they thought:- 

 Paula: “I found it to be very enjoyable. I got to know more people and to hear their story.”  

 Margaret: “I used to sit in church looking at the old stones, thinking there must be something to all this. Someone 

recommended the course and encouraged me to go. It set me thinking and opened my eyes.” 

 Sandra: “I wanted to know more about Jesus, and taking the course led to me being confirmed.” 

If you want to check it out and make up your own mind, we would love to see you. For more information, or to 

register, please contact Jill Bell  01293 521699 or  christianityexplored@ifieldparish.org  

 

“Is your garden full of leaves? Remember when 

clearing them from the lawn and pathways to use the 

rake or broom evenly. Three sweeps on the left and 

three sweeps on the right. At Bridgeham Clinic, it is 

called the rake dance!” 

Bishop Nicholas with Margaret, Sandra, 

Paula, Jade and Julie at their Confirmation 
 

 

 

Can we pray for you? 
If there is something you would like us to pray about, you can put it through our letterbox, or just leave it pinned on the 

fish-net inside the Church. There is no need to give a name or address if you don’t want to. Contact us:- 

 Church office, 1 Lychgate Cottage, Ifield Street, Crawley, RH11 0NN  office@ifieldparish.org   01293 537578 

www.stmargaretschurchifield.org 

http://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=st+margaret%27s+church+ifield+street+ifield+rh11+0nn


Curate’s Column: What’s so good about Good Friday? 

When I was growing up, the only thing that seemed good about Good Friday was our local bakery 

sold the most delicious baked treat known to humanity: the hot cross bun! But now you can 

seemingly get them all the time, and anyway, it must have been called Good Friday way before 

hot cross buns came onto the scene. So what’s so good about Good Friday? 

When I became a Christian at 17, I learned about Jesus. I learned about what he taught: how we 

should love our neighbours and pray for our enemies. I read about the example of his life: how he 

showed us how to live the perfect life. I also learned about how his life ended: a terrible death on 

a cross, surrounded by people mocking him, with his friends fleeing, rather than sticking by him. 

On that dreadful Friday 2000 years ago, there seemed little that could be described as good. But then I realised the 

purpose of it all. His death on a cross was suffered for all of us, so that we could have a close relationship with God, 

simply by choosing to get to know him. Jesus’ death is more than good, it’s amazing. Not because of how savage it was, 

but because of what it achieved. So, on Good Friday, we can remember all that Jesus’ death achieved, and look forward 

with anticipation for the joy of Easter Day, when he conquers death once and for all.        

Jamie Gater 

 “When taking a stroll, swing your arms as you walk in opposition to the leg leading forwards” 

The Topsy Turvy World of Martin Stone  

I was confirmed and married at St Margaret’s and have been an active member of the congregation for 

over 25 years. I can’t believe it is 40 years since opening our hairdressing salon, Topsy Turvy! We had 

4 stylists and were the first salon in Crawley to do Cut & Blow Dry. All the other salons still did 

Shampoo & Sets! We’ve had ups and downs over the years, having traded through 3 recessions. I feel my faith and the 

church has helped me through the difficult times. My belief in continuous improvement and training has kept us going 

as the leading salon in Crawley. Many salon owners don’t train. They say employees can just leave and training is 

expensive. My view is the employee might stay! Over the years we’ve trained hundreds of young people. We are training 

36 young people in Crawley, Horsham and East Grinstead at the moment, giving them the skills and qualifications to 

make very successful careers in hairdressing. What might the next 40 years bring! 

Cut & Style        £10.00 

Tint                    £25.00 

Highlights from £25.00 

Gents Cut           £5.00 

Models Always Required Mondays & Tuesdays  

 

 

 

 

“Make sure you consciously breathe whilst enjoying your tasks!  Using a breath out to support your 

core on those heavier loads can really make a difference. Each time a text message comes through, 

breathe in and observe your posture…When you breathe out smile and grow your spine taller!!”

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=walking&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:en-US&biw=1280&bih=563&tbm=isch&tbnid=GYwz-cauMEjdkM:&imgrefurl=http://www.chichester-march.org.uk/html/walking.html&docid=MDz3xl2Baf7yhM&imgurl=http://www.chichester-march.org.uk/assets/images/walking-silhouette-clip-art.jpg&w=326&h=445&ei=e-ubUKWlMZTM0AW8s4DwCA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=180&vpy=161&dur=860&hovh=262&hovw=192&tx=106&ty=115&sig=117407661816722083221&page=1&tbnh=157&tbnw=115&start=0&ndsp=12&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:140


“Whether polishing the mirror or washing the car, make sure you wax on and off! Balance your cleaning circles… 

clockwise and anti-clockwise on your right and your left! Keep an eye on those shoulders too…make sure you are not 

wearing them up around your ears!!” 

Who goes to a church like this? Veryan Nicholls… 
 

What’s your greatest fear? An irrational fear of flies  

Which talent do you wish you had? To play the piano 

What do you most value in your friends? Kindness 

What do you consider to be the most overrated virtue? Brutal honesty 

What trait do you most dislike in others? Talking while I’m trying to watch a film 

What’s your guilty pleasure?  The Eurovision song contest 

What’s your favourite song? Kayleigh by Marillion 

Who’s your favourite fictional hero? Richard Sharp (Bernard Cornwell novels) 

What’s the hardest thing you’ve ever done? Jumping off a para tower 

What was the last experience that made you a stronger person? My cousin’s death  

What did you do growing up that got you into trouble? Renting space in my 

bookcase to my sister as she didn’t have enough room for her books 

What’s your favourite quote? Wise people learn when they can; fools learn when 

they must (Duke of Wellington) 

What is something you learned recently? How to make gin and tonic cupcakes 

How would you like to spend eternity? With the people that I love 

 

SMILE (St. Margaret’s Ifield Ladies Events) 

Clare Wilson writes… SMILE was formed three years ago, primarily for ladies to 

socialise. We meet up once a month and have had some wonderful evenings out, including trips to the theatre, the 

pub, meals out, cupcake decorating, games evenings, film nights, BBQs and a memorable trip to the local Hindu 

Temple. We are always looking for new ideas for activities. There is no formal membership and you don’t need 

to be a church member. Ladies (and some men) aged 15 to 90 have attended our events. It is lovely to relax, create 

memories and spend time in the company of friends. Our events are advertised (email, church newsletters / 

website, and Facebook.com/groups/parish of Ifield). Our next project is an afternoon tea/outreach event at St. 

Margaret’s Church on 23rd April. Join us: you’re very welcome! 

 

If you would like more information:   pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org or  0776 1122 127 

mailto:pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org

